
 
                         The Quarterly Newsletter of the Serra Club of Lincoln  

   Volume 2023, Issue No. 1 

 

 

                     2 0 2 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Letter from President Dick Veik 
 

 

 
Letter from President Jim Wathen 

 

Hello Fellow Serrans: 

 

I hope all have had a Blessed Advent. May you experience the real reason for the season. Though Dec. 25 is 

past, I hope all of you experienced the Joy of the Infant Jesus birth on Christmas Day and during the Octave. 

 

We are moving back to Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital on the 1
st
 Friday of 2023 – January 6. 

The construction is complete for the areas we are going to utilize. We will have Mass in Chapel (same location 

as past. And the meal will be in the Lincoln-Donlan Center (sometimes called Donlan Conference 

Room). There are just a few protocols to share. 

 Wear a mask in public areas (yellow ones available at the door as you enter). Don’t wear cloth. 

 Parking on North near the outpatient area. (Avoid patient parking areas near building) 

 Parking on East side  

In essence, we can get masks as we enter, then take them off in Chapel or in the Donlan room where we will eat 

lunch. We will have hosts posted at the main doors for the first couple of meetings there to help with logistics. 

 

   F I R S T  Q U A R T E R  

Calendar of Events 

 

Jan  
6 First Friday – Meeting at Madonna and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon 

      20  Third Friday – Meeting at Madonna Lunch: 12 noon. Speaker - Sr. Amy Marie, Vocation Director  

       at the Marian Sisters  

Feb 
3    First Friday Meeting at the Madonna and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon 

17  Third Friday Meeting at the John XXIII Center Lunch: 12 noon. Speaker - Fr. Stephen Graeve  

      explaining Spiritual Direction 

 

Mar 
3   First Friday Meeting at the Madonna and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon. 

17 Third Friday Meeting at the Madonna  Lunch: 12 noon. Speaker-TBA 

 



We still plan to send a meeting notice and get registrations as we move to Madonna. Thank you for your extra 

effort to reserve a seat for lunches.  

 

Recruitment is a priority this year! Our goal is 15 new members (10 under 35).  

Guests are welcome! Since we have a speaker on the 3
rd

 Friday, that might be the best recruiting opportunity.  

Please make everyone feel welcome! 

 

Please save the dates, Sept 8-10, 2023, for the Serra Regional conference. The theme next year will be 

“Fostering the Encounter”.  It will be a great opportunity to meet Serrans and hear thought provoking talks. 

 

Our meeting on December 16 was dedicated to retired priests. We had 2 retired bishops and 5 retired priests as 

well as Bishop Conley attend. It was great to interact with them and hear them talk about their years of service 

and impart their wisdom. We took the opportunity to pass along a Serran prayer card and enlist their support in 

praying for vocations. Additionally, I mailed cards and gifts to another 12 retired priests and asked them to join 

us in prayer too. The Diocese of Lincoln is very blessed to have them. 

 

I encourage all Serrans to pray daily for our seminarians, religious, priests, and those discerning a vocation. The 

Serran prayers are the PRAYER FOR PERSEVERANCE OF VOCATIONS and the SERRAN PRAYER FOR 

VOCATIONS. If you need copies of them, please let me know.   

 

Finally, on behalf of Bill Graeve, Vocations Chair, please contact the seminarian(s) that you sponsor during the 

holidays. You can call them or send them an email or a note to support them. It is also a good time to make 

contact if they live in Lincoln to join them for coffee, breakfast, or lunch. 

 

God bless each of you. Saint Junipero Serra, Pray for us. 

 

MEMORIES of 4th Quarter 2022 
 

October 8 

Regional Serra Conference 
 

 
 

Kevin Clark, Jim Wathen, Mike Foley, Bede Bolen and Mike Davis flew on a private jet to a St. Louis airport to 

attend the Regional Serra Conference at Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL. 

 



Our Lady of Snows 

Serra Regional Conference Attendees 
 

 
 

October 8 
 

Market to Market Relay 
 

This is a 75 mile relay, the largest day-long race in the nation. The limit is 650 teams of between 

6 to 8 members per team. It starts in Omaha’s Old Market and ends in Lincoln’s Hay Market. 
 

 
 

L to R: Fr. Nick Kipper, Fr. Craig Clinch, Fr. Matt Rolling, Fr. Steve Mills, Fr. Luke Fleck, Fr. Chris Goodwin, 

Fr. Cy Rowan and Fr. Tony Schukei. 



October 21 
 

Fr. Lawrence Stoley 

 

 
 

Fr. Lawrence Stoley, Superintendent of Schools and Exorcist,  

explained the job of the diocesan exorcist. 

 

October 23 
 

Cassock Day at St Gregory the Great Seminarian 
 

 
Left to Right: In bold are Lincoln Dioceses Seminarians. Fr. Matthew Rolling, Colter Fulton, Fr. John 

Rooney, Gregory Spolonskowski – Fargo, William Gerads - Fargo, Nick Hanus, Anthony Wanner - Fargo, Fr. 

Brian Kane, Thomas Rajewski, David Flores – Santa Rosa, Trent Mines, Jon Kadlec, Reid Murie Rapid City, 

Derrek Sumner and Fr. James Divis. (Not Pictured is Dominic Jasti.) 

 



October 23 

Sisters’ Appreciation Dinner at St Peter Parish 
 

 
 

A total of 75 sisters were honored at St. Peter’s with a meal provided by the St. Peter’s PCCW and served by 

the Serra Club members.  In addition, 39 meals were delivered to Cloistered nuns in the diocese. Those were the 

Carmelites in Valparaiso and the Sister Servants of the Holy Spirit of Perpetual Adoration (“Pink Sisters). 

 
 

 
 

Serra Club Members serving Michael Henkenius, Mike Foley and Jim Wathen. 

 

 



 

November 18 

Mother Margaret Mary, CK 
 

 
 

Mother Margaret Marie C.K., reported that there are 28 School Sisters of Christ the King at the Mother House. 

Six (6) ladies live at the Epiphany House: Hannah from Missouri, Anna Grace from Kansas, Katie from South 

Dakota, Kendall from Alabama, Maria from South Dakota and Olivia from Colorado. Hannah just became a 

postulant on the feast of Christ the King. The others are discerning a vocation to the community. Each woman is 

provided with a private room at the Epiphany House. Mother Joan Paul is the Directress of Epiphany House. 

 

They have sisters at the Benediction College in Atchison, Kansas. They are pursuing a degree and live at a local 

parish. They also do vocation outreach to young women at Benedictine and college campuses in the area. 

 

The Christ the King Sisters support the Bishop’s Eucharistic Revival, the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and 

the Catholic Liberal Education Curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November 18 

Dinner at St. Gregory the Great Seminary 

 

 
 

The attendees at the annual Serran Appreciation Dinner 

 

 
 

Seminarian Derrek Sumner greeted everyone at the Serran Appreciation Dinner  

 
Derrek spoke about his experience at St. Gregory the Great Seminary during his time there. 

 

 



 

 

 

December 16 
 

Retired Bishops and Priests 
 

 
 

Bishop Robert Finn, Fr. Greg Pawloski, Msgr. Adrian Herbeck, Fr. Nicholas Baker and, 

Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz. 

 

 
 

Fr. Charles Townsend, Msgr. Paul Witt and Bishop Conley. 

 

 



GETTING TO KNOW THE SEMINARIANS - IN THEIR OWN 

WORDS 

 

SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT 

 

Jon Kadlec 

 

College 1 SGG 
 

Parents- My parents are Michael and Barbara Kadlec. My dad is from Malmo, NE and my mom 

is from Long Pine, NE. 

 

Growing up- During the first years of my life, my family lived in the town of Platte Center, NE. 

In 2007, when I was about 10 years old, my family moved to a small acreage outside the town of 

David City, NE. I attended Thomas Aquinas Catholic High School in David City and graduated 

in 2016. After high school I joined the Army National Guard with the occupation as a Military 

Policeman. I also worked in the civilian sector as an electrician for 5 yrs and was employed by 

Kidwell Inc. in Lincoln, NE. 

 

Altar boy- I had a strong desire to be an altar boy since I was very young. I was very proud 

when I was finally able to serve at Mass and I always enjoyed that role. I continued to serve at 

Mass throughout my adolescent and high school years.  

 

Leadership Camp- I believe I attended Leadership Camp twice when I was in middle school. I 

enjoyed the camp immensely and remember having a lot of fun with all the activities.  

 

When did I start- I began classes at St. Gregory the Great Seminary in August of 2022. I am 

currently a College 1 seminarian. 

 

Biggest adjustment- My biggest adjustment has been the different pace in the seminary. 

Between my past job as an electrician and being in the Army NG, I was living a pretty active 

lifestyle and always tried to keep myself busy. Since I entered the seminary, I am having to 

adjust to being in a classroom setting again and letting myself get used to a more quiet lifestyle. 

 

My greatest blessing God has given me- I believe my faith is God’s greatest blessing. I grew 

up in a very faithful and loving family which helped to keep me rooted in the church and was in 

part why I began discerning the priesthood.  

 

Influences- I believe my biggest influences would be the priests I grew up with. I had many 

solid priests for my religion teachers during my school years. As a result, I was able to observe 

these men live and share the faith with others and realize that they are just normal men that God 

is using to shepherd his flock. 

 

  

 

 



GETTING TO KNOW THE SEMINARIANS - IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
 

SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT 
 

Dominic Jasti 
 

Pre-Theology 1 - SGG 
 
Parents- Vinodh Jasti (Passed away in 2015 your charity pray for him) and Mary Roja Manikat 

 

Growing up- Grew up in South India as an orthodox upper-caste Hindu, All my childhood memories are 

flooded with how I searched for God. I was very much involved in all Hindu religious activities, but I still did 

not have real peace in my heart. I often wondered, “After all these religious ceremonies which I am performing 

every day, am I in a right relationship with God? Is He drawing closer to Him?" Right from a very tender age, I 

was taught to fear all the gods and goddesses of Hinduism, I started reading the Gospels and I was fully 

convinced that salvation is possible only through Jesus. When I was 10, I read the Bible every day in secret 

hiding it in my School books. I made an adventure of going to my Parish Church secretly where I bought 

Catechism books and Sacramentals, I started going secretly to the Church and I read the little pictorial 

Catechism many times. By the time I was Thirteen, I had learnt to pray the Rosary. My family was not happy 

seeing me follow Christ, so I had to practice in secret. I prayed fifteen decades of the Rosary every day in 

secret; I firmly believed in the promises of the Most Holy Rosary that I would grow gradually in the knowledge 

of Jesus Christ, I was baptized when I was 16, my Mom and my maternal Grandma joined the Church along 

with me on the same day. 

 

Altar boy- I began to serve when I was 15, I was a daily server. 

 

Leadership Camp- The best leadership experience I had was, when I represented the Agricultural affairs of my 

state in United Nation Parliament. 

 

When did I start-  It all started when I first came to know Jesus Christ aged 10, I knew even before I accepted 

the Lordship of Christ, that if He is the truth, I will serve Him all my life. After I graduated with a bachelors in 

Agricultural sciences, I applied to seminary.  

 

Biggest adjustment- Staying away from family during holidays. 

 

My greatest blessing- God has given me- my life being saved from abortion through the efforts of a Catholic 

nun, the gift of baptism when I converted to the faith, my mom and grandma following me into the Church, 

there have been just so many countless blessings, Jesus had been so merciful, these are just a few.  

 

Autobiography- I would like to start my story in this way, “Our hearts were made for You, O Lord, and they 

are restless until they rest in you.” I am sharing my long search for truth in wrestling with Eastern thought and 

how the Blessed Lord found me. My birth is a blessing from the Lord and His Church. My mom wanted to 

abort me, as she certainly wasn't interested in being a young mother. She was just eighteen when she was 

married. She never knew that Catholics were against abortion, so she just thought of checking with the Catholic 

hospital on the next street. She met the Gynecologist to make an appointment to terminate the pregnancy. She 

was 16 or 17 weeks pregnant at the time. The Gynecologist Dr. Sr. Lobo asked my mother to come after a 

month (My mom never knew that after 20 weeks it is not legal to perform a termination). When she came to 

know that the Sister lied to her, to save my life, she was sad but helpless and she had no other option; but I was 

delivered in the same hospital. As soon as I was born, I was placed before a statue of the Madonna and the 



Divine Child and, the nurses prayed for me. If not for Jesus and His Church I would not have been in this world, 

I only came to know this after my baptism, this remains the great blessing in my life, Christ be glorified!  

 

Influences- my spiritual directors- Fr.Varghese, Fr.John Fallon, Mother Teresa. 

 

Favorite saints- St.Therese, St.Perpetua, St.Charles, St.Igantius of Antioch. 

 

Divine Office- Next to the Mass, I find this as one of my most favorite prayers, what a blessing it is to pray the 

same Psalms that our Savior prayed in his life. 

 

Outside of Class-  Reading, Long walks, spending time in nature, researching art.  

 

Advice- The Gospel message is ever new, ever young, reading the four gospels changed my life, meeting the 

person of Christ in the gospels after my own search let me to find abundant joy in Him, it helped me fall in love 

with the Lord, I would recommend the same, Jesus longs to know you more, more than you long to know Him. 

 

Serra Club- I am getting to know more about the Serra Club through my brother seminarians and a couple of 

Dinners that I have been too- it makes us seminarians be so grateful to see your support, God bless the Serrans.  

 

Psalm 16:11 You will make known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy.

Save the Dates: 

 September 8-10, 2023 

Serra District 9—Central Region Conference 

SERRAN PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 
O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech 

you, through the intercession of the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, Saint Junipero 

Serra, and all the saints, an increase of laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend 

and consume themselves for souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with 

You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen 

 

     
 

Follow us on Facebook!  

 

Search for Serra Club of Lincoln and follow club activities. 
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