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Letter from President Dick Veik 
 

 

 
Letter from President Dick Veik 

 

Since April 15th is Good Friday, we will not have our 3rd Friday general meeting.  
 

As this is typed, the Serra Club 8th Grade Essay contest is in progress. I took one of the packets of essays and 

looked them over. Over all, I can say that the students who wrote the essays did well. Yes, some are stand-outs 

and show good effort and thought went into them. I picked the two I thought were best and turned in my packet. 

The contest winners will be invited to present their essays to the club at our May 6th meeting. 
 

One Serra Club initiative is the Seven Serrans project where Serrans pray for their vocation director. Right here 

in Lincoln, we have one of the best vocations directors there could ever be, Fr Robert Matya. Please continue to 

pray for him. 
 

We are always open to new members. If there is anyone you know who might be interested, invite him to one of 

our meetings.  
 

Let us continue to pray for all of our professed religious, those who are in formation for their vocation and those 

who are in contemplation of their vocation here in the Diocese of Lincoln. 
 

St Junipero Serra, pray for us. Always Forward, Never back!   Dick Veik

   S E C O N D  Q U A R T E R  

Calendar of Events 

April  
1 First Friday – Meeting at Newman Center and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon 

15  No Meeting – Good Friday 

22  Fourth Friday Fast 

May 
6  First Friday Meeting at Newman Center and Lunch: Noon - Essay Winners 

7  Graduation at St Gregory the Great Seminary 

20  Third Friday Meeting at Newman Center Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon. 

27  Deaconate Ordination at Cathedral: 7 p.m.  

27  Fourth Friday Fast 

28  Priesthood Ordination at Cathedral: 11 a.m. 

 

June 
3  First Friday Meeting at Newman Center and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon. 

17 Third Friday Meeting at Newman Center Lunch: 12 noon. Speakers-Newly Ordained Priests 

20  Priests Appreciation Golf & Dinner at Hidden Valley 

24 Fourth Friday Fast 

 



 

MEMORIES of 4th Quarter 2022 

January 21 

Fr Meysenberg 
 

An Open House was held on Sunday, July 11 for Fr. Meysenburg, who left Pius X after 14 years as its CAO. 

 

 
 

Fr Meysenburg spent some time in Rome at the North American College studying and touring Europe after 

retiring from CAO at Pius X. 

 

He gave a description of all his activities in Rome and his travels to our Serrans. 
 

 
 



February 18 
 

Dr. Vern Steiner, President 
 

Founder of the Emmaus Institute of Biblical Studies. 
 

Prior to entering the Catholic Church in 2015, Vern enjoyed a long career as an evangelical protestant pastor, 

seminary professor, and founder and president of a Bible institute. His teaching specializations include biblical 

introduction and interpretation, languages and exegesis, and exposition and theology. He focused on Bible, 

History, and Philosophy in his undergraduate studies; he holds masters degrees in Pastoral Ministry and Biblical 

Literature; and he earned his Ph.D. in Exegetical Theology. Vern has authored a number of published and 

unpublished materials at both general and technical levels. When he is not in his study, he enjoys watching 

sports, woodworking, and especially spending time with his wife Carol, their two married children, and their ten 

grandchildren. 
 

The Emmaus Institute for Biblical Studies exists to promote such a vision–the vision of a biblically literate 

community of God’s people, enkindled with the knowledge and love of Christ, through a deepening 

understanding of Scripture and its centrality in the life and liturgy of the Church. We believe the time is right 

for such a vision, especially given the travail of the Church on many fronts and the longing of so many 

Christians, Catholic and non-Catholic alike, to grow deeper in their relationship with Christ and more faithful as 

his disciples in home, Church, and world. 

 

Emmaus is the coming to fruition of prayer and planning that began four years ago on the initiative of 

James Conley, Bishop of Lincoln. The Institute is self-funded, but carries out its mission as an apostolate of the 

Diocese of Lincoln. 

 

Emmaus features a variety of Scripture-centered courses, seminars, and other resources at various levels. 

Everything we offer is focused on the mission modeled by Jesus in his encounter with two disciples on the road 

to Emmaus. Like our Lord, we are committed to coming alongside God’s people, explaining to them how the 

whole scriptural drama—from Creation to New Creation, from Genesis to Revelation—tells the story of Jesus. 

And like the two disciples with whom Jesus conversed that first Easter, our goal is that all of our hearts, 

inflamed by the Word of God, “will burn within us,” so that our eyes will be opened to see him “in the breaking 

of the bread.” 

 

 
 



March 18 
 

Fr Brian Kane 
 

Fr Kane is only the 4
th

 Rector of St Gregory the Great Seminary. Prior to this he was at St Charles Borromeo 

Major Seminary. 

 

He has served two tours in Iraq and currently is the Chaplin for the Nebraska National Guard. 

 

 
 



October 20 

 

Table of St Gregory Fundraiser 

 

 
 
Fr Brian Kane, Rector of St Gregory the Great Seminary, recognized the teaching staff and all employees at the 

Seminary. 
 

 

 
 

Senior Seminarian Paul Mach tells his vocations story to nearly 200 attendees. He also thanked those in 

attendance for their donations, prayers and support. 



 
 

Bishop Conley welcomed everyone back after 2 years of not having the Table of St Gregory Fundraiser. 
 

 

A May Switch 

The Essay Contest Winners will be recognized at the 

First Friday and Mass will be at the 3
rd

 Friday 
 

SERRA ESSAY CONTEST – 2022 
 

TOPIC: Silence 
 

Pope Francis’ weekly Wednesday audience, delivered Dec. 15, 2021 he spoke about the importance of silence.  
 

Very often nowadays we need silence. Silence is important. I am struck by a verse from the Book of Wisdom 

that was read with Christmas in mind, which says: “While gentle silence enveloped all things, your all-powerful 

word leaped from heaven.” The moment of most silence God manifested himself. It is important to think about 

silence in this age in which it does not seem to have much value. 
 

How good it would be if each one of us, following the example of St. Joseph, were able to recover this 

contemplative dimension of life, opened wide in silence. But we all know from experience that it is not easy: 

silence frightens us a little, because it asks us to delve into ourselves and to confront the part of us that is true. 

And many people are afraid of silence, they have to speak, and speak, and speak, or listen to radio or 

television...but they cannot accept silence because they are afraid. The philosopher Pascal observed that “all the 

unhappiness of men arises from one single fact,that they cannot stay quietly in their own chamber.” 
 

Please answer the following questions: 

1. How much of your day is noise?  What are the “noises” that you usually choose instead of silence? 

2. Spend one hour in silence, preferable in adoration.  What was hard about it?  Why do you think people 

fear silence?  How could God speak to you more clearly in these moments?  

3. Why do you think Pascal states we will be unhappy if we cannot sit in silence? 

4. What are ways you can find silence in your current life?  What benefits do you think you would gain by 

scheduling time for silence each day?   



Save the Dates 

Priests Appreciation Golf Tournament & Dinner June 20 

Hosted by the Serra Club at Hidden Valley 
 

 
 

Leadership Camp: July 9 to 15 at Camp Kateri Tekakwitha 

 

 
 

Seminarians’ Parents Appreciation Dinner at the Cornhusker 

Hotel: July 31 

 

Serra Club Appreciation Dinner at St Gregory the Great 

Seminary: October 7 

 



  

SERRAN PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech 

you, through the intercession of the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, Saint Junipero 

Serra, and all the saints, an increase of laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend 

and consume themselves for souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with 

You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

 
 

 

   

            
     Follow us on Facebook!  

     Search for Serra Club of Lincoln and follow club activities. 
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