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Letter from President Dick Veik 
 

 

 
Letter from Outgoing President Dick Veik 

 

Hello Serrans! 

I hope and pray that all of you are well. 

As outgoing president of the Serra Club of Lincoln, this will be my last newsletter 

message. The year has been a good one. After all of the 2020 Covid mess, we are getting 

back to doing things as we used to do. As you know, we are meeting at the Newman 

Center and as this is typed, Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital is still not open to outside 

groups. There have been massive renovations of the facility and those renovations are 

still underway. I am told that the Chapel and meeting room that we have used are now 

both undergoing renovations as well. I can hardly wait to see how they turn out. 

The Priest Appreciation Day and Golf Outing is July 18 th at Hidden Valley. It is great to 

get away from the Parish for a while and be with our priests in this relaxed environment. 

We really need to get to know them a little better. 

The Parent/Seminarian dinner is July 31 st at the Marriott Cornhusker Hotel. It is always a 

good time. As this is typed, we do not know about the incoming seminarians, but they 

will be in attendance. Let’s get to know them. They need our prayers as they discern their 

vocation. 

   T H I R D  Q U A R T E R  

Calendar of Events 

 

July  
1  First Friday – Meeting at Newman Center and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon 

9-15  Leadership Camp at Camp Kateri Tekakwitha 

15  Third Friday – Meeting at Newman Center Lunch: Noon. Speakers – Newly Ordained Priests 

31  Seminarian Parents Appreciation Dinner at Cornhusker Hotel 

Aug 
5    First Friday Meeting at Newman Center and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon 

6    Final Vows Marian Sr. Megan Therese Tunink Reception: Mass at Cathedral 2 pm 

19  Third Friday Meeting at Newman Center Lunch: 12 noon. Speaker-Fr Jim Moran 

 

Sept 
2  First Friday Meeting at Newman Center and Lunch: Rosary 11:40 a.m.; Mass 12 noon. 

16 Third Friday Meeting at Newman Center Lunch: 12 noon. Speaker-Msgr. Thomas Fucinaro 

 



Jim Wathen is coming in as president. He has good plans and good ideas. I look forward 

to working with him. 

Let us continue to pray for our professed religious men and women. Let us also pray for 

those who are in formation for their vocation as well as those who are contemplating their 

vocation. Some of these men and women are called by God to be here in the Diocese of 

Lincoln while others are called to other places across the country. 

St Junipero Serra, pray for us. 

Dick Veik 

 

 

Incoming President’s Jim Wathen Message 
  

Hello Fellow Serrans: 

 

As I prepare these comments, the new Serra year is upon us, with the passing of the gavel on July 1.  New terms 

of office will begin as the commitment for the Board members.  I am sure all who are reading this are feeling 

the excitement in the air! I am certainly looking forward to working with our leadership including our spiritual 

leader, Father Matya, as we make the transition to the new fiscal year. 

 

My strongest emotion today is one of gratitude as I commence my year as President of the Serra Club of 

Lincoln. I am grateful for the leadership of Dick Veik who worked to bring back the opportunity for physical 

meetings (taking us out of the pandemic climate). Also, a sincere thanks to all who helped remain strong 

sustaining the Serra club through 2020-21 year when the face-to-face meetings were replaced by activities held 

on Zoom. And, finally thanks to those who give us encouragement as seminarians, religious and all who are 

seeking God’s call for them personally as they provide the impetus for our continued efforts. 

 

Now, we are planning the next year of activities which will include regular 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Friday meetings, the 

upcoming Parent-Seminarian dinner on July 31
st
 and the many familiar activities that we will have.  

Please consider how you can re-engage in all that we do. Also, encourage others to participate more actively 

and consider recruiting a new member this year. John Kuchta has plenty of membership applications and, he 

can provide support if you need help inviting someone or explaining Serra benefits. 

 

In the way of news, the Board just voted in June to accept the request to sponsor the Regional Serra meeting in 

the Fall of 2023. So, we will be planning for that event during the coming year. Please stay tuned and join in to 

help if you can. 

 

Finally, we need prayer in our lives as we are not able to do anything without God’s help. As we move forward, 

remember the 3-year emphasis on Eucharistic Adoration from the US Bishops. I feel that first and foremost as 

Serrans, we should be praying for vocations. In addition, we must pray for our family and children. We need to 

remember the poor souls in Purgatory too! For all of these reasons, let’s commit to spending time with Jesus, 

Our Lord. He is the key to true happiness! 

 

God bless. 

 

Warmest Regards, 

Jim Wathen 

 

Mary, Mother of Vocations, Pray for Us 

St Junipero Serra, Pray for Us 

St. John Vianney, Pray for Us 



 

MEMORIES of 4th Quarter 

2022 
 

April  
 

Carmelite Sisters of the Most 

Sacred Heart of Los Angeles 
 

 
Fr Matya introduced from left to right, Sister Maria 

Goretti. Sister Mary Joseph, and Sister Miriam, The 

Carmelite Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of Los 

Angeles. 
 

May 

Essay Winners 

 

L to R: Cammie Hodge, 3
rd

 place, from St. Peter’s 

($250 Pius X Scholarship) her parents are Patrick 

and Sarah Hodge, Jesse Andres, 1
st
 place, from St. 

Teresa’s ($1000 Pius X Scholarship) her parents are 

Jesse and Meg Andres and Kaily Wesely, 2
nd

 place 

from St. Peter’s ($500 Pius X Scholarship) her 

parents are Joel and Melanie Wesely. 

 

Graduation at St Gregory 

the Great Seminary 

 

 

 

L to R: Fr Kane, Paul Mach - Lincoln Diocese, 

Garrett Aberle, Brendon Schneibel, Dominic 

Ambuul, Peter Foley – Lincoln Diocese, Bishop 

Conley, Taylor Ternes, Ian White, Liam Connelly, 

Brad Moss – Lincoln Diocese and Jacob Knutson – 

Lincoln Diocese. 

Reception for the St Greg’s 

Graduation 

 

 



Graduation Reception 

 

 
 

Ordination of Deacons 

 

 
 

Deacon Scott Nemec 

 
 

Deacon Louden Redinger 
 

Reception for the Deacon 

Ordination 

 

 
 

 



Deacon Reception 

 

 
 

Ordination of the Priests 

 

 
 

Fr Liam O’Shea-Creal 

 
 

Fr Tony Schukei 

 

 
 

Fr Christian Schwenka 



 
 

Fr Dominic Winter 

 

New Priests Reception 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

June 
 

Katherine Burow – Abortion 

Dialogue Academy 

 

 
 

Katherine and her husband Jacob started the 

Abortion Dialogue Academy on the campus of the 

University of Nebraska-Omaha and now this 

important ministry is on the campus of UNL. 

College students survey other college students on 

their position on Abortion. If the student is Pro-

Choice, after a series of survey questions, 20% of 

the student are convinced to be Pro-Life in an 

average of 7 minutes!  

 
 

 

 



SERRAN PRAYER FOR 

VOCATIONS 
 
O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner but 

rather that he be converted and live, grant we 

beseech you, through the intercession of the 

Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her 

spouse, Saint Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 

an increase of laborers for your Church, fellow 

laborers with Christ to spend and consume 

themselves for souls through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and 

ever. Amen 
 

 

 
 

 

   

     
 

Follow us on Facebook!  

 

Search for Serra Club of Lincoln and follow club 

activities. 
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